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a brand-new nation on their hands should
have made a serious business of jng.^013-6^^"
ing themselves. TheyJtb^figEt they were
starting afresh from^purely philosophical
basis, and they we^e greatly concerned about
their premis^i as a matter of fact, their
premises- -were often highly artificial, while
their-^cmcltisions were sound, for these really
d.rtiw' their life from the historic development
of free institutions, and the nation which was
formally instituted had long had an organic
process. Webster himself, twenty years
after, when referring to this pamphlet, had
the good sense to say, " The remarks in the
first three sketches are general, and some of
them I now believe to be too visionary for
practice; but the fourth sketch was intended
expressly to urge, by all possible arguments,
the necessity of a radical alteration in our
system of general government, and an out-
line is there suggested." He adds, " As a
private man, young and unknown, I could
do but little; but that little I did."

In the autumn of 1786 he went to Phila-
delphia at the invitation of Franklin, and
stayed there a year. He maintained him-
self in part by teaching, being master of an,